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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF ECA EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
REF: STATE 043396 

1. ADEDEJI, ON WHOM FULL BIO DATA AVAILABLE IN DEPARTMENT, 

HAS BEEN HIGHLY COMPETENT COMMISSIONER FOR ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND APPEARS EXCELLENT CHOICE FOR ECA 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. ADEDEJI HIMSELF EXPRESSED INTEREST 
IN ECA POST AT ONE TIME, BUT HIS CURRENT VIEWS NOT KNOWN. 

2. KEY QUESTION FROM THIS VIEWPOINT IS WHETHER FMG WOULD 
BE WILLING RELEASE ADEDEJI TO ECA. HE WAS ONE OF SIX 
CIVILIAN COMMISSIONERS REAPPOINTED TO CABINET ON JANUARY 27, 

AND IS KNOWN TO HAVE GOWON'S PERSONAL CONFIDENCE. HE IS 
CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN SHEPHERDING PREPARATION FOR LAUNCHING 
OF THIRD DEVELOPMENT PLAN ON APRIL 1, $45 BILLION EFFORT 

FOR WHICH HE WOULD HAVE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY IN PRESENT POST. 

3. ON OTHER SIDE OF COIN, HOWEVER, FMG WOULD PRESUMABLY 
WELCOME FURTHER RECOGNITION OF NIGERIA'S ROLE IN AFRICA 
IMPLIED IN ADEDEJFS SELECTION TO HEAD ECA. MINISTRY OF 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HAS ONE OF MOST CAPABLE PERMANENT SECRETARIES 
IN NIGERIAN CIVIL SERVICE (EBONG), MAN WHO COULD HANDLE MINISTRY 
ON HIS OWN AND WHO IS IN ANY EVENT NOT ON BEST TERMS WITH HIS 
COMMISSIONER. 
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4. THUS, ADEDEJI COULD BE SPARED IF FMG SERIOUSLY INTERESTED 
IN HAVING HIM TAKE ECA POST. ONCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN HAS BEEN 
LAUNCHED, WE BELIEVE FMG WOULD BE WILLING RELEASE HIM IN RESPONSE 
TO SYG REQUEST. 

CROSBY 
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